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Application for Ethical Review of Research 
by the Advisory Panel for Science and Research

Important notice
· This review by the Advisory Panel for Science and Research FEM CZU does not replace approvals required by law (e.g. institutional Animal Ethics Committees, Human Research Ethics Committees, permits for field research or data protection approvals). Applicants remain responsible for obtaining all legally required authorisations. Where applicable, evidence of such approval should be attached to this application.
· Please keep explanations brief; bullet points are acceptable.
Section A: Information about the Applicant and Research Investigators
Full name of the applicant: Click here to add text.
Academic title: Click here to add text.
Role at FEM CZU: Select 
E-mail address: Click here to add text.
Phone number: Click here to add text.
Department at FEM CZU: Select, or add affiliation: Click here to add text.
Head of dept. or supervisor (if relevant): Click here to add text.
Names and e-mail addresses of other research investigators:
Click here to add text.
Section B: Research Details
Title of the research: Click here to add text.
Type of research: Select
           ☐ Other: Click here to add text.
Research start date: Click here to add text.
Expected end date: Click here to add text.
Section C: Research Description
Abstract (max. 300 words)
	



Research objectives:
	



Research questions or hypotheses:
	



Summary of research methodology (including fieldwork, laboratory work, surveys, etc.):
	



Study location(s) or sampling and data collection sites / country: 
	



Partner organizations (if any):
	




Section D: Ethical Aspects
Expand and complete the relevant section (you can show or hide individual parts of Section D by clicking on the arrow to the left of the heading).
D.1 Does your research involve human participants?
☐ Yes		☐ No
· If no, proceed to the section relevant to your research (the entire section can be hidden by clicking to the left of the heading).
· If yes, answer the following questions:
a. Describe how participants are approached to take part in the research, what the criteria for their inclusion in the research are, and the process for obtaining their informed consent (max. 300 words): 
	




b. Does the research involve participants who cannot provide informed consent (children, adolescents, etc.)?
☐ Yes		☐ No
If yes, describe the process of obtaining informed consent from legal guardians, explain how the protection of children and adolescents during the research will be ensured, and justify their involvement in the research (max. 300 words):
	




c. Do any of the research participants belong to particularly vulnerable individuals or groups?
☐ Yes		☐ No
If yes, describe the type of disadvantage or vulnerability involved. Describe how such participants are approached, the criteria for their inclusion in the research, and the process of obtaining informed consent (max. 300 words):
	




d. Will personal data or special categories of personal data (formerly “sensitive personal data”) be collected about research participants, such as racial or ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, trade union membership, genetic data, biometric data processed for the purpose of uniquely identifying a natural person, data concerning health, sexual life or sexual orientation, or data relating to criminal convictions and offences or related security measures?
☐ Yes		☐ No
If yes, describe what data will be collected, the process of collecting such data, and how they will be protected (max. 300 words):
	




e. If you will process data obtained from human participants, describe which databases or data sources will be used, how the data will be processed, and how they will be secured against misuse (max. 300 words):
	




f. Will your research process previously collected personal data?
☐ Yes		☐ No
If yes, confirm that the data are publicly available and may be used for further processing, or demonstrate that you have consent for their use:
	




g. Describe how personal data, signed informed consent forms, and research data will be stored (cloud, flash drives, etc.) and the technical safeguards (encryption, etc.). Describe how the data will be further used (max. 300 words):
	




h. Will the collected data be provided to other entities?
☐ Yes		☐ No
If yes, describe which other entities in the Czech Republic or abroad the data will be provided to. Justify and describe the data transfer process with regard to data protection. Confirm that you have consent to share the data with another entity:
	




i. State the method of archiving personal data, signed informed consent forms, and research data, the duration of archiving, and the method of their disposal after the completion of the research:
	





j. Benefit-sharing and consent.
· Describe what benefits will be shared with the country of origin or local communities: 
	




· [bookmark: _Hlk216771529]Will the permission for field collection be obtained from the relevant authorities (e.g. Ministry of the Environment, local authority, park administration, university)?
· ☐ Yes, specify: 
	




· ☐ No, justify:
	




· Will consultation with the local community be carried out and their prior informed consent obtained with regard to traditional knowledge?		 ☐ Yes		☐ No 		☐ Not relevant
D.2 Does your research involve animals?
☐ Yes		☐ No
· If no, proceed to the section relevant to your research (the entire section can be hidden by clicking to the left of the heading).
· If yes, address the following points:
a. Specify the animal species involved, the purpose of their involvement in your research and what will happen to or with the animals. This may include observation, capture and release, non-invasive monitoring, biological sampling, handling, experimental procedures, administration of substances, breeding, housing in captivity or other relevant interactions. Indicate how animals will be encountered or accessed (field research, captive setting, laboratory facility, collaboration with another institution, etc.) (max. 300 words):
	




b. Describe how the safety and welfare of the animals will be ensured during the research. Where relevant, include the environment in which the animals will be present (natural conditions, field setting, farm, zoo, laboratory), procedures to minimise disturbance, stress, pain or risk, care, handling and monitoring arrangements, and how unexpected events will be managed (max. 300 words):
	




c. Do you anticipate animal mortality or serious harm as a result of the research?
☐ Yes		☐ No
If yes, briefly justify and explain how this risk will be minimised:
	




d. Will/Has the permission for animal handling be/been obtained from the relevant authorities (e.g. Ministry of the Environment, local authority, park administration, university)?
☐ Yes, specify (attach): 
	




☐ No, justify:
	




e. Declaration
I declare that I am aware that research involving animals is regulated by EU Directive and relevant national legislation, and that projects involving live vertebrate animals or live cephalopods that may cause pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm must be formally assessed and approved by the competent authority (Animal Ethics Committee or equivalent) before the research begins. This typically includes capture and restraint beyond minimal handling, biological sampling (including blood sampling), tagging or marking, administration of substances, invasive procedures and experimental interventions.
☐ Yes   ☐ No

f. Benefit-sharing and consent.
· Describe what benefits will be shared with the country of origin or local communities: 
	




g. Will consultation with the local community be carried out and their prior informed consent obtained with regard to traditional knowledge?		
 ☐ Yes		☐ No 		☐ Not relevant

D.3 Does your research involve the collection and transport of plant samples?
For the purposes of this form, plant samples mean any parts of plants (including processed material), e.g. seeds, leaves, roots, fruits, bark, extracts, pollen, DNA/RNA, herbarium specimens.
☐ Yes		☐ No
· If no, proceed to the section relevant to your research (the entire section can be hidden by clicking to the left of the heading).
· If yes, answer the following questions:
a. What material is involved (briefly: number of species/samples, name if known / type of processing if processed, justification of selection; max. 300 words): 
	




b. Origin of plant material:
Country of origin: Click here to add text.
Institution/provider: Click here to add text.
Method of acquisition (field collection / purchase / donation / gene bank / herbarium / public database): 
	




c. Does the use of plant material fall under the Nagoya Protocol?
☐ Yes (continue completing this section)
☐ No – justify:
	




If yes, complete the declaration below:
I declare that I am aware that when using genetic resources and/or traditional knowledge falling under the Nagoya Protocol, I am obliged to:
· obtain PIC (Prior Informed Consent) from the competent authority in the country of origin,
· conclude MAT (Mutually Agreed Terms) on use and benefit-sharing,
· obtain an IRCC (Internationally Recognized Certificate of Compliance) through the ABS Clearing-House (Access and Benefit-Sharing Clearing-House),
· submit a due diligence declaration in the EU DECLARE system in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 511/2014,
· retain all related documentation for at least 20 years and present it in the event of an inspection.

I declare that I am aware of the legal and ethical consequences of concealing or falsifying information and acknowledge that providing false information may lead to rejection of ethical approval, sanctions by the competent authorities, and disciplinary proceedings at CZU. 
☐ Yes		☐ No

d. Benefit-sharing and consent:
· Describe what benefits will be shared with the country of origin or local communities: 
	




· Will/Has permission for field collection, transport or use of plant material be/been obtained from the relevant authorities (e.g. Ministry of the Environment, local authority, park/farm/garden administration, university)?
☐ Yes, specify (attach):
	




☐ No, justify:
	




· Will consultation with the local community be carried out and their prior informed consent obtained with regard to traditional knowledge?		 ☐ Yes		☐ No 		☐ Not relevant
Section E: Risk Assessment
Identify any potential ethical risks (e.g. harm to participants, environmental damage, misuse of data) and describe measures to mitigate these risks (max. 300 words):
	




Section F: Declaration and Signature of the Applicant
The statements below must be agreed to by checking the boxes, and the application must be signed by the applicant. Otherwise, the application will not be considered by the Advisory Panel for Science and Research.

☐ I declare that the information provided in this application is true and complete. 
☐ I declare that I and the other investigators involved in this research will conduct the research in accordance with generally accepted ethical and moral principles of human society and will comply with relevant national and international legal regulations, standards, and other binding documents relating to research ethics. I am aware that failure to comply with these principles may result in withdrawal of ethical approval. 
☐ I consent to the processing of my personal data by the Advisory Panel for Science and Research for the purposes of this review.





Date ……………………….….							…………………………………………………
Signature of the applicant





Attachments

If necessary, attach supporting documents here.

E.g. informed consent forms, data management plan, ethical approvals of partner institutions, permits for animal research and others.



Instructions for Applicants

Please familiarise yourself with the “Statute and Rules of Procedure of the Advisory Panel for Science and Research FEM CZU in Prague” and complete the application. Submit the application at least 30 calendar days before the planned start of the research. Before submission, ensure that all information necessary for assessment is included in the application, including required attachments (e.g. permits for animal research). Incomplete or unclear applications will be returned without review. Applications are submitted electronically (ideally as a PDF) to bartonovak@pef.czu.cz. The application will be formally checked and, if all requirements are met, will be assigned a reference number (format: PEF-ETHICS-YYYY-XXX) and the applicant will receive a confirmation e-mail. You will be informed of the Advisory Panel decision by email within 60 calendar days of the application being discussed.
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